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ACCESSIBILITY

A11Y
11 letters



WHY WE’RE HERE
Coding for Accessibility 
  

• Screen Readers 
• Mobility Restrictions 
• Level Up



HI
but first



JULIE TAYLOR
• UX Developer 
• 20 years in the biz 
• Freelance/Corp/Gov/SMBs 
• Teacher & Community Leader



ALLIES
coders make great 



LET TALK ABOUT

• Screen Readers 
• Keyboard Navigation 
• Level Up



SOUND?
how do we

webaim.org/simulations/screenreader



DISCLAIMER
VoiceOver isn’t great :(

webaim.org/blog/three-things-voiceover/





ON NO!
Form inputs need labels



GOOD NEWS



FUN FACT
        ARIA = Accessible Rich Internet 
                     Applications 

WAI-ARIA = Web Accessibility Initiative – 
                     Accessible Rich Internet  
                     Applications



WHAT’S NEXT?
    Screen Readers 
• Keyboard Navigation 
• Leveling Up



NAVIGATOR
you are the

webaim.org/techniques/keyboard/



LOOK OUT 👀
1. Keep focus 

2. Logical paths 

3. Know your role  

4. Take Shortcuts



KEEP FOCUS

Links and form elements need a 
visible focus indicator. 

( avoid outline: 0 none; )



LOGICAL PATHS
Tab should move folks through 
the page elements in a logical 
path. 

( tabindex is your friend )



KNOW YOUR ROLE
You can assign ARIA roles to 
application elements like nav, 
buttons, regions, etc. 

“No ARIA is better than Bad ARIA” 
w3.org/TR/wai-aria-practices



TAKE SHORTCUTS
Reducing the need to tab 
through long navigation with 
shortcuts. 

( avoid reserved shortcuts ) 
disabled-world.com/assistivedevices/computer/hotkeys.php

https://www.disabled-world.com/assistivedevices/computer/hotkeys.php


LAST CALL
    Screen Readers 
    Keyboard Navigation 
• Leveling Up



ASK AXE

deque.com/axe



EXTRA CREDIT
To Watch: 

• Empathy Driven Development By Marcy Sutton 

• How A Screen Reader User Surfs The Web 

To Read: 

• Three things you should know before using VoiceOver for testing 

• WebAIM's Web Content Accessibility Guidelines Checklist

https://marcysutton.com/talk/empathy-driven-development-react-js-girls
https://youtu.be/OUDV1gqs9GA?t=173
https://webaim.org/blog/three-things-voiceover/
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#g1.1


WEB INSPECTOR
    Screen Readers 
    Keyboard Navigation 
    Leveling Up



ALLIES
coders make great 


